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Gerald was born on May 11, 1984 in Utrecht, The Netherlands and moved to the United 
States at a young age. He graduated from the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts 
(LACHSA) in the summer of 2002 and received a Bachelor's of Music from the Jazz Studies 
program at USC in the Fall of 2006. 
 
Gerald grew up in a musical family (his father is bassist/composer John Clayton and his 
uncle saxophonist Jeff Clayton) and was exposed to a variety of musical styles from a very 
young age. He studied classical piano with Mrs. Linda Buck and jazz piano and composition 
with Shelly Berg, Kenny Barron and Billy Childs. 
 
Gerald was the winner of the 2001 Music Center Spotlight Awards and received the 
'Outstanding Soloist' Award during the Monterey High School Jazz Competition in 2001 and 
2002. He was also selected for the Grammy High School Big Band, comprised of high school 
students from the entire United States. Gerald was presented with the "level 1" award by 
the National Foundation for the Advancement of the Arts (NFAA) in January of 2002. In the 
summer of 2002, he was named Presidential Scholar in the Arts and was asked to perform 
at the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. In June of 2002, Gerald performed at Steinway 
Hall in New York and was presented with a scholarship award by the Music for Youth 
Foundation. In September of 2002, Gerald received the Shelley Manne Award for emerging 
young artists from the Los Angeles Jazz Society. In September of 2006, Gerald received 
Second Place in the prestigious Thelonious Monk Institute Jazz Piano Competition. 
 
Despite his young age, Gerald has already performed extensively with numerous 
outstanding musicians in a wide variety of venues. Notable engagements include the 
performance of a composition for piano and orchestra with the Henry Mancini Orchestra at 
Royce Hall (August 2002) and Disney Hall (May 2006). The piece was composed by his 
father and commissioned by the Henry Mancini Institute for that purpose. In the spring of 
2005, Gerald was asked to join pianists Benny Green, Mulgrew Miller and Kenny Barron for 
a series of duo concerts in Europe. He also performed with trumpeter Clark Terry in 
Switzerland later that year. In the summer of 2006, Gerald performed at the Playboy Jazz 
Festival followed by a week at New York´s Village Vanguard with The Lewis Nash Quintet. 
Gerald has also toured extensively with trumpeter Roy Hargrove during the summer of 
2006.  
 
In 2009 Gerald was nominated for “Best Improvised Jazz Solo”, and most recently was 
Grammy nominated for “Best Instrumental Jazz Composition” in 2010. He stakes his claim 
in the history and the present of this jazz music with the following words, “Tradition and 
innovation can peacefully coexist.” His dynamic and award‐winning sound has been 
praised by the Jazz Times and Los Angeles Times. The New York Times has saluted his 
“Oscar‐Peterson like style” and “huge, authoritative presence”, and he was recently voted 
first place for “Rising Star – Pianist” in Down Beat Magazine’s 2010 Critics Poll. 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As a composer, Clayton’s work has been commissioned by the Jazz Gallery in New York City 
and performed overseas by the BBC Orchestra. He has been honored with a Level 1 award 
by the National Foundation for the Advancement of the Arts (NFAA), the title “Presidential 
Scholar in the Arts,” and second place in the Thelonious Monk Institute Jazz Piano 
Competition.  
 
Clayton will be touring throughout 2011 in support of Bond, his January, 2011 release. 


